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DEPARTMENT OF FRENCH 
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 


DEPARTMENT OF MODERN LANGUAGES 


May 7, 1917. 


resident Robert W. Falconer, 
Toronto University, 
Toronto, Ont. Canada. 
7 Falconer: 

-resident Hibben has turned over to me your letter of May 1. 
ie have on our staff at present & young man, HM. d, who 
to my mind would make a most excellent candidate for your position. 
ie has done excellent scholarly work in the field of French litera- 
ture, especially in the relations of French and 
He ! particularly successful in his class work, and is in every 
way, to my nind, a desirable man. is ife is an Englishwomgn and 


+" 7 ean 1 + m on ae . on oe 
bone result ot a wound in 
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him h nae EC MARS caicies Meds Stak cn MEPS Mae AY ~ Tne ieee 44 1a ear hAowvzeaw 
HIM Nerve. LHe need or cu tting down our force makes it necessa “Vy However 
+9 release some of the men on temporary anoointments j frapnatid ta 

tO I 8as some or the men on MpoPrary APYVOLNHCMEIUS e ihe MaPraua's 
salary and perquisites amounted to about ¢ 1600. 


cian et SP Sh J. = = 
LOUrS Very & ruly 9 


G-K b (enw e re S| Ahn, 


New Haven, Conn., 
WMayli2, 1917. 


=i ~ A i. ‘ ae 
Pres. Rot Le tie raic Se Kean a 
T + s7A Yas a 2 Mm, # 
University of Toronto 
Tay, n+ ) ct 7 
Toronto, Ont., Can. 


1 x ay 5 Saal ay Fis af OI eta heel eh nant Ta etter ~HnLfarmse =e 
The Yale Bureau of Appointments has informed me that 
you are looking 


: os » - puree a Be ales sai aoe est — “ ? eae) a ralate , a) a 
to find out more about the nature of the position than they 


erelet in } i Aad ned a aU oe tee et \ ae ul eee 3 alee pate PRET =f = 
were able tell me. I might begin by stating my present cir- 
u ces.as briefly as I can. I am at present Instructor in 
~~ 2s a x ala C ants 4 < + ff Wo T sw 3 > 
*r h in the Sheffield Scientific School of Yale University. 


> 7 mu 1 : yi oad OP agar ~ nA ta nr ~) = “ 
. have taucht French six years and Snanish two and have srent 


a summer in France. I have my master's degree and expect to 

ret my doctor's degree year. My thesis is almost finished 
now and will be wnublished in the fall. 1. have been reengaged as 
instructor here for next year at a salary of $1600. 


that there is no opportunity for advancement here. The scope of 
the language instruction in the Scientific School is very 
limited, we teach only first, second and third year French, 

and there are no assistant professorships in the department. 


fext year I] reach my meaximum as Instructor and there is nothing 


- a ae ~ me re > Lm wv ~ 1 D + 1 > 

more for me to look forward to here. EBoth the head of my 

A PTs MTN ee ae u n+ Aide EN pA es Wa) 4. € 7 7 Are . . 
department and the Director of the School understand my situation, 


I think, and would be willing to release me from my engagement 
for next year, provided it could be settled early enough to 


avoid undue inconvenience to them. 


, : a an yr NA at nan whe mrr T 
I think you can now understand what mj dria ag 
7 i: Po y) 2 ~ +4 tan 9g 2 Awitmatalw +#he 
would like very much to get a position at approximately the 
2 . . 1 a ese 1) 5) ¢ Sead Ne —nbhane var 
same salary as I would receive here next year in a place where 
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lanfzuare work receives more consideration and where the oppor- 


ty for advancement 
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ry t nae Si Need: 
may obtain them direct from >A rote €.C.Clarke for 
whom I am now teaching is the man most capable of speaking 
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THE GRADUATE COUNCIL OF PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 12 


SECRETARY’S OFFICE 


PRINCETON, N.J. May 25, 1917. 


President Robert W. Falconer, 
The University of Toronto, 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 


Dear President Falconor: 


I have delayed answer to your letter of the 2lst in 
order that I might have opportunity to discuss Mr. Moraud's 
plans with aap Base Feet ot us, he is very much unsettled, but 
is hoping to in the very near future and for 
this reason it would be best if you could reach a decision be- 
fore June 19th. He has been planning, ig possible, to go back 
to France, as I think I told you. His wife is an English woman 
and they have one small child and he intends to leave her in 
England, as he finds it very difficult to live here,salaries 
that so far have been offered him. I feel from what I learned 
in my talk with him, that he would accept an assured position 
for next year, if he felt the salary would allow him to live 
comfortably and I know from a previous talk with him that he was 
looking forward to Eighteen Hundred or Two Thousand. 


If it were possible for you to offer him that sum, I 
believe he would accept, though of course, I have not authority 


to bind him, 4% — pote ts Awl $F, wertel 1600 mm ? 7 oe 
ae AL, fet Sate ree pro oAe, Unt fa seit bu 2 Mr. Tran pug 
It is unnecessary for me to repeat what I said of 
M. Moraudsqualifications. He is far and away the best native 
French teacher and scholar that we have had on our staff and if }! 
7 


it were at all possible for us to keep him, we should certainly 
do so. 


ye 

If you wish to write to him direct,and I think that 
would be the best plan,you can reach him by addressing M. Mar- { 
celle Moraud, Murray Place, Princeton,New Jersey. 


I shall be very happy to assist you in obtaining his services 


If I can be of any service to you in any negotiation, 
or in trying to help him reach the decision to go to Toronto. ‘ 


Yours sincerely, 


Gerd eee Ing oe 
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Columbia Caiversity 
inthe City of Arm Pork 


DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE LANGUAGES 
April 14, 1917. 


President Robert A. Falconer, 


Iniversity of Toronto. 


I beg to apply for a position as associate professor 
of Freneh in the University of Toronto. I enclose some data 
concerning myself, and I shall take the liberty of asking a 
few persons who know of me to support my candidacy. 


I do not know personally any member of the Faculty 
of the University of Toronto, with the exception of Profes 
Buchanan, whom I have met during the 1915 Summer Session in 
Columbia University. I also know Mr. A. Lipari, a former 

pupil of mine in Columbia University, who is now connected 


with Trinity College in Toronto. 


s 
> 


I shall certainly endeavour to justify your tru 
[ O 
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in case the University of should appoint me. I am 
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perfect to take up elementary, intermediate and 
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advanced work in French, and would als« 
students a course on the develo 


and history. 


hoping to receive a favorable reply, believe me, dear 


VW 


Yours most respectfully, 


419 WEST 115th STREET, 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 
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CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
ITHACA, N. Y. 


Department of Romance Languages and Literatures 
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3 JAMES R. DAY, Chancellor Syracuse University 
Syracuse, N. UY. 
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AMBASSADE 
DE LA REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE Washing lon fo Tune 13, 1917. 
AUX ETATS -UNIS > 


My dear President, 


Referring to previous correspondence concern- 
ing the possibility of a French scholar being sent 
to Toronto, I beg to say that I have just received 
Professor Bédier's answer. 

Apologizing for & long delay, which has been 
caused by the extreme difficulty of finding a can- 
didate exactly fulfilling the desired conditions, 

a difficulty increased by the fact that all our 
young professors are at the front, our friend now 
writes that he velieves he has found exactly what 
you desire. The young man, whom a physical infir- 
mity has prevented from joining the army, seems to 
have all the qualities required and would be willing, 
if it is your wish, to sign an engagement for sever- 
al years. 

I beg to enclose herewith an extract from Pro- 

fessor 
President R. A. Falconer 
University of Toronto 


Toronto 
Ont. 


3) 


fessor Bédier's letter concerning Mr. Colens (Fer-~- 
nand-Léon) as well as a copy of two certificates 
showing in what esteem he is held by those who know 


him best in a professional way. 


In case you might want some further particulars, 
I beg to state that Professor Bédier's address in 


Paris is: 11, rue Soufflot./. 


Believe me, my dear President, 


Very sincerely yours, 


lm 
Li¢d € er 


Copie 


M. Fernand-Léon COLENS est ne a Paris en 1881. Son 
pere, Belge, s'est fait naturaliser Francais il y a vingt- 
cing ans; sa mere est Francaise. Ila fait ses études se- 
condaires a Bruges, ses études supérieures a Paris. Ila 
été exempté du service militaire pour une Séyiaeion (trés 
peu apparente) de la colonne vertébrale; pourtant sa cons- 
titution est bonne et lui permet d'endurer les fatigues de 
l'enseignement. I1 a passé deux ans a Liverpool comme pro- 
fesseur a St. Francis Xavier's College, puis deux ans a Ber- 
lin comme précepteur du fils de l'attaché naval francais. 
Ses titres universitaires sont: le dipléme de sa licence és 
lettres,- le dipl8me d'études supérieures de langue et lit- 
térature anglaises;- le titre d'agrégé des lycées dans 1l'or- 
dre des langues étrangéres vivantes (anglais). C'est am 
moment de la déclaration de la guerre qu'il a passé le con- 
cours pour l'agrégation: la ante a empSché que l'on clas- 
s&8t officiellement par ordre de mérite les candidats recus; 
mais une lettre adressé€e a M. Colens par le président du 
jury, M. Hovelaque, l'autorise a dire qu'il aurait été clas- 
sé "dans les tout premiers, sinon le premier". I1 prépare 
une thése de doctorat sur R. L. Stevenson. 

Il a été nommé professeur d'anglais au lycée de Nantes 
en 1914. Depuis sa rentrée des classes de 1916, il est pro- 


fesseur d'tanglais au lycée de Poitiers et chargé de confé- 


renoces a l'Université de cette ville. 
Il se 


Il se déclare pr&t a signer, aux conditions que je lui 

ai dites de votre part, un engagement de plusieurs années; 
il demande seulement, vu qu'il n'est pas trés robuste, que 
son service ne dépasse pas un total de quatorze heures par 
semaine. I1 est pr&t a stembarquer pour le Canada au pre- 
mier avis. 

Je joins & cette lettre (outre la copie de ses certifi- 
cats et diplémes) un “testimonial” qui émane de son maftre, 
M. Emile Legouis, professeur en Sorbonne; mais je tiens a 
marquer surtout que j'ai en outre interrogé confidentielle- 
ment M. Legouis sur son caractére, sur la tenue de sa vie 
privée: tout ce que j'ai recueilli de renseignements sur luli 
est entiérement 4 son honneur. En outre, il est pourvu 
d'une culture générale assez large pour s'orienter vers l'en- 
seignement de la langue et de la littérature francaises, qu'il 
connaft déja par de longues études. Si l'on considére enfin 
ce que le titre d' "agrégé® représente dans notre systeme 
d'examens (il n'y a actuellement aux Etats-Unis, parmi tant 
de Francais qui y enseignent dans les Universités, que quatre 
agrégés), je pense, Monsieur l'Ambassadeur, que l"ensemble des 
renseignements qui précédent est pleinement satisfaisant, et 
que ce candidat mérite l'honneur d'étre présenté par vous a 


ltagrément de M. le Président Falconer. 


Copie d'une lettre de Monsieur 1'Inspecteur 


Général Hovelaque, président du jury d'agrég ation. 


Les Cédres, Montfermeil, S. et 0. 
11 Nov. 1914. 


Cher Monsieur, 


Je suis désolé d'apprendre que nous allons vous perdre - 
pas pour trés longtemps, j'espere. Mais partez rassuré! 
Vous avez le titre d'agrégé et quelle que soit la décision 
finalement prise --tous les admissibles agrégés, ou une cer- 
taine proportion~- vous en serez. Il est naturellement impos- 
sible de prendre 1'examen interrompu : il est vraisemblable 
et je l'espére que le titre sera donné & tous les admissibles. 
Votre rang aurait été dtiaeouk proinicas 

Personnellement, et je tiens a vous le dire, 

j'ai été trés sensible aux rares qualités d'esprit que vous 
avez montrées dans toutes vos épreuves. C'est avec un inté- 
rét croissant que je vous ai lu et écouté. Nous n'avons pas 
souvent le bonheur d'assister & la sécrétion de cette chose 
rare, la pensée. Vous m'en avez donné la joie. J'ai senti 
en vous une intelligence vivante et personnelle. Je vous ai 
écouté avec infiniment de plaisir et de sympathie. J'aurais 
été heureux de vous prouver d'une facon plus tangible et plus 
utile mon estime par le rang que le jury vous aurait certai- 


nement accordé. Mais si cela peut vous tre de quelque ser- 


vice, 


vice, vous @tes libre de dire que votre place définitive 


était certainement une des premieres, sinon la premiére. 


Croyez, je vous prie, cher Monsieur, a 1'expression 
de mes sentiments les meilleurs et & mavive sympathie in- 


tellectuelle. 


(signé) E. Hovelaque 


J'ai parlé de vous a M. Legouis il y a quelque temps 
et j'ai été heureux de voir qu'il partageait 1'impression 


que vous mbaviez laissée. 


Cc opt ie 


UNIVERSITE DE PARIS 
FACULTE DES LETTRES 


Paris, le 25 avril 1917. 


J'ai connu Monsieur Fernand COLENS alors qu'il 
était étudiant a la Sorbonne ot il resta quelques an- 
nées et ou il prépara son agrégation d'anglais. J'ai 
pour son esprit et pour son caractere une trés vive 
estime. I1 est d’intelligence active et personnelle; 
il a une bonne culture francaise, un esprit curieux, 
toujours en @veil. C'est en outre un homme de nature 
élevée et d'excellentes maniéres, simples et modestes. 
Je crois qu'il représenterait dignement la France dans 
une université étrangére. Son sens littéraire est déli- 


cat et son savoir trés sfir. 
{signé) Emile LEGOUIS 


Professeur de langue et littérature anglaise 


a la Sorbonne. 
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DEPARTMENT OF MODERN LANGUAGES 


PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 


December 8,1916. 


My dear President Falconer:e- 

A fter leaving you this morning I ran over 
in my mind the names of possible candidates for your position. 
In addition to Professors Bourland,lancaster and Coleman,it oce- 
curred to me that there is another mame,that of our Professor 
Douglas J]..Buffum, which in fairness to him,I should mention. 

As I am leaving town for the afternoon,I hasten to send you 
this note. 

Professor Buffum has given us excellent 
service. In fact he showed such ability as teacher and admin- 
istrator that for many years back,he has had complete charge of 


several of our large courses,in addition to taking care of our 


entrance examinations. lie MS a young man and a scholar of 
decided promise. Only recently he has been asked to edit for 


aes 


1 ™m a ae’ oe cs " = 3c 7 5 vr 7 
the Prench Societé des Anciens Texts "ranfais,le Roman de la iA 


Violette,on which he has been engaged for some time. The 
Societé is subsidized by the ¥rench Government I believe and its 
editors include Gaston Paris,Bédier,and others,all men of the 
highest type. Only one other American scholar has received this 
distinction. In addition Professor Bbuffum has edited a number 
of texts for college use. His field of research is primarily 
in old French philology. 

I would not urge Buffum to leave but special 
circumatances in the department are gomng to complicate 


uation. As the result of an unsatisfactory condition in the 


PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 


DEPARTMENT OF MODERN LANGUAGES 


~ 
4 


department of Romance languages at Johns Hopkins,we were fortu- 
nate enough to add to our staff Professor C.C.Marden who was 
head of their Spanish department, and Professor Armstrong who is 
nead of their Frencn department is to come to us next year. 
Professor Armstrong,an older man than Buffum,is to my mind, the 
most successfyl graduate teanker in America, His coming, fol- 
lowing Professor Marden's,means a very large increase in our pré 
fessorabe. Professor Buffum is a pupil of Armstrong's and 
Armstrong and he gould naturally work along the same lines. 
This means that we could take care of his work should he feel 
inclined to leave us. 1 have discussed the matter triafly with 
President Hibben,andfhe agrees with me. frofessor Buffum's 
salary is not a large one as our professor's salaries go and in 
view of the large increase in @éur budget,it would hardly be 
pessible for us to do much for him here in the near future. 

I therefore feel that he might be interested 
in the headship of your Toronto department. As he strikes me 
as a most promising candidate 4+ send you this note as you might 
possibly wish to meet him while in Princeton. 

Professor Northup could give you very detaila 
information about Buffum both as teacher and scholar,should he 
strike you as a posiibility. 

Yours very sincerely, 
AEB: De dod: SPR Ie 
President Robert A.Falconer 


Toronto University 
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